
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
COPELAND

Meeting date: 2nd September 2019

From: Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure

COPELAND SPEED LIMIT REVIEW

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members with the background 
and details of proposed alterations to speed restrictions in the 
Copeland area, following statutory consultation and advertisement. A 
copy of the Notice, which summarised the proposed restrictions in the 
Order, is attached as Appendix 1. 

1.2 The report will enable Members to make a balanced decision taking 
into account letters of representation received during the statutory 
consultation period.  Subject to the recommendation being approved 
by Members, Officers will progress with the suggested implementation 
of the Order detailed at paragraph 3.1 of this Report.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The proposed alterations to speed restrictions are designed to improve 
traffic flow and traffic management within the areas addressed, while 
also providing a safe and effective transport network.

2.2 The restrictions proposed, comply with Cumbria County Council’s 
forward plan of creating a safe and secure community, whilst providing 
a high quality environment for all.

2.3 There are no Equality implications.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That, having taken into consideration the matters contained in section 
122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more 
specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of this report, members agree 
that “The County of Cumbria (Various Roads in the Borough of 
Copeland) ( Consolidation and Provision of Speed Limits) Order  20><” 
(“the Order”) be brought into operation, as advertised.  



4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Informal consultation commenced in December 2018 on a number of 
potential alterations to speed limits in the Copeland area. A period of 5 
weeks was given for responses to be submitted, with a deadline of Monday 
15 January 2019. 

4.2 6 proposals were progressed to statutory consultation and advertisement, 
which commenced on 12 June 2019 with a 3 week period for representations 
to be submitted. This process concluded on the 3rd July 2019. 10 responses 
were received in total, a summary of which is attached as Appendix 2. 

4.3 A brief summary outlining each proposal and the feedback received is 
summarised below.

4.4 Proposal No. 1 – A5086 Lamplugh. To extend the 40mph limit north of 
Rowrah for a further distance of approximately 1.5km towards Lamplugh. 
This would cover a series of blind bends, junctions and other hazards, where 
safety has been a concern. 1 response was received, requesting that the 
proposed limit be extended even further in a northerly direction, as detailed 
in Appendix 2. A drawing showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 3.

4.5 Proposal No. 2 – Harras Moor. To relocate the existing 30mph speed limit 
extents towards the village by a distance of approximately 175m. Moving the 
extents closer to the built up area would ensure their relevance for the main 
village itself, and that the limit is effective and enforceable. 1 response was 
received in objection to the proposal, as detailed in Appendix 2. A drawing 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 4. Note that the length of road 
subject to this proposal is under restricted road status (ie. deemed subject to 
30mph speed limit due to the presence of street lighting), and therefore does 
not form part of the TRO, although the proposed change was specifically 
detailed in the consultation and Notice attached as Appendx 1 for 
completeness.

4.6 Proposal No. 3 – Wilton. To introduce a 30mph speed limit throughout the 
village, which is currently subject to the National Speed Limit. Following 
consultation, the proposed extent of the restriction was slightly increased on 
the eastern approach to the village. 6 responses were received to this 
proposal, 5 in favour and 1 in objection, as detailed in Appendix 2. The 
objection was not directly against the introduction of the restriction, but 
requested that the limit be extended further in a westerly direction. A drawing 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 5.

4.7 Proposal No. 4 – Drigg. To introduce a 40mph limit north-west of Drigg to 
replace the existing National Speed Limit for a distance of approximately 
1km towards Seascale. This will cover a series of bends and properties, 
where safety has been a concern. 2 responses were received to this 
proposal, 1 in favour and 1 in objection, as detailed in Appendix 2. The 
objection was not directly against a reduction in speed limit, however 
requested that the limit be reduced to 30mph instead. A drawing showing the 
proposal is attached as Appendix 6. 



4.8 Proposal No. 5 – Millom. To extend the current 30mph limit on the western 
approach to Millom for a further distance of approximately 60m. This will 
cover the outer lying properties of the town. No responses were received 
during statutory consultation and advertisement. A drawing showing the 
proposal is attached as Appendix 7.

4.9 Proposal No. 6 – A595 Holmrook. To introduce a 40mph limit on the 
southern approach to Holmrook in place of the existing National Speed Limit 
for a distance of approximately 400m. This will cover a series of bends, 
junctions and properties, where safety has been a concern. Following 
consultation, the proposed extent of the restriction was increased to the 
south following responses received from residents. No further responses 
were received during statutory consultation and advertisement. A drawing 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 8.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members may agree the Recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of this Report.

5.2 Members may decide not to agree the Recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of 
this Report.

5.3 Members may recommend that the Order be brought into force to an extent 
that differs to that recommended in paragraph 3.1 (providing that the extent 
of the restrictions proposed to be introduced are less onerous than those 
which were advertised).

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There is an allocation of £18,000 within the Local Committee’s devolved 
capital budget for the Copeland Speed Limit Review.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below, in considering whether it is expedient to 
agree to the implementation of the Traffic Regulation Order detailed in this 
Report for the reason specified at sections 1(1) (a) and (c) of the 1984 Act, 
namely: -

(a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other 
road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising, or

(c) for facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of 
traffic (including pedestrians).



7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are: -

(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 
premises;

(b) the effect on amenities of an area;

(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 
Environment Act 1995;

(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles 
and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or 
desiring to use such vehicles; and

(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant.

7.3 Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 (g) of the 
Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in accordance 
with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic Regulation act 1984, 
except for the making of Traffic Regulation Orders which involve the 
introduction for on-street residents permits, which are delegated to the 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure subject to a decision of the 
appropriate member body to introduce such charges. (KB – 14.8.2019) 

7.4 Specifically in relation to the proposal referred to at paragraph 4.5, and 
shown on the plan attached as Appendix 3, in relation to Harras Moor: -

(i) On a road where, in England and Wales, there is a provided on it a 
system of carriageway lighting furnished by means of lamps 
placed not more than 200 yards apart, is deemed to be subject to 
a speed limit not exceeding 30 miles per hour, in accordance with 
Sections 81 and 82 of the 1984 Act.

(ii) Where, nonetheless, there is a system of street lighting as described 
in (i) above, on a road, if there are signs which indicate a speed 
limit to the contrary, eg. National Speed Limit signs, then the 
national speed limit will apply.  (KB – 8.8.2019)



8. CONCLUSION

8.1 That “The County of Cumbria (Various Roads in the Borough of Copeland) 
(Consolidation and Provision of Speed Limits) Order  20><” should be 
brought into operation as per the recommendation in paragraph 3.1 of this 
report.

Angela Jones
Acting Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure

August 2019
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Electoral Division(s): Cleator Moor East & Frizington, Bransty, Gosforth, 
Millom Without and Millom

Executive Decision Yes*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

No*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken? No*



PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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